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Jim Hodges
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Eschewing shylshc unifocnmity, Jim Hoog-
a5's work finds consistency n the ansl's
sengibdity, which is at once poatic and
unassuming. His projects have been the
résull of labor-inteénsne and tme-conswm-
ing, repetitive processas and, comasrsialy
ol emphatically aconomical means. What
also remains consistent is his ability fo
b thi QD Datvwin Private ared pubic
the obviows and the esobernc, the visual
and thi concspludl. In this, Hooges wiiks
from personal history, cultural assocatons
and an inhutive wnderstanding of the sag-
mficance and change of the understated
Hodges's recent gxhibition congasied of
two roodm-filling installations (plus a room
of recent works on paper). n one gal-
lery, he erected a freestanding work Gitled
and still this [(2005-08), congisting of 10
canwvases arrayed in a gently angled arnc
that, if continued, would roughly describe
a circle with a diameler approaching 17
faat. The langest panel measunis BS by
54 inches, and each successive panal
diminéshas by 1 inch in both dimensons
Approaching, ong first saw the axie-
rior, which consists of exposed wooden
strafcher bars and the backs of the can-
vas, all dappled by the light that bleeds
thrgugh, Entéring the enclosure, one
saw thai the canvas's suriaces feature
gold-ieal images ranging from an allover
camoufiage pattern fo repeated sunbursts
and rays of light breaking through cloud
formations. The struciure’s aperiure was
orgniad 10 caplung the nabural byl that
comes through the gallery’s windows:
Tha companion piece, e dark gade
(2008}, is a lanpe wooden Dox that was
installed n a room painted biack and
banety illurmsnated by he single lighs-
bullh contaimad within e box, The
box could be entered through a pair of
doors. Inside, one encounterad wial
firat appeared 1o be a black-on-black
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sunburst image. Closer nspeci:n ds-
cosad that the back of the box features
BN apefiufe SHOoUtnG Large, Sharp Sl
SpecEs wihise s hawe D Cauhad with
perfurme. Senseous attracton ke
ral danger, for the scent beclkoned one
1o snelfl the Bp a5 one would a Sower

Wish the camases of ang sill thes,
Hooges S8ts in molion & garme of gquobles
and relerences (the Hudson Reser School,
Warhol's camoultage pantmgs). By pair
ing B teo works, he staged an ecoentnc
mmmmﬂw
and darigness, outsade and ;n, and anchs-
ieciure Afd ndbeng. Taken 10oather. the
mstaliahons oyt be mferpreied as the
Gucormg of & MdRabon on artilice and
alrsion, and on the expenences of ter-
ror @nd transoendence N he sublime

—Saud Ostrowr
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