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NEW YOREKER JIM HODGES
— By Blake Gopnik

NEW YORKER JIM HODGES b= st famous for a kind of decorative seatter arl. For
atringing together the petals from plastic fewers, for instance, and twming them into o kind of
witl or waterfall that [ls one cormer of a oom. A new, billboard -size work that the arast has
given Lo Uhe Hirshhom Musewm, and that is now hanging oo thebullding's south Geade, seems
typical Hodges amd also a surprise. A sheet of white vinyl, 35 by 70 feet, 15 covered With a
filigres of delicate markings, Lines squiggle across the surface in Muorescent green, chearry red,
Creamsicle orange, sky blue and black, This tme, however, instead of feel-paod petals, Hodges's
“decoration” is made up of words: He got more than 90 VN delegates o write "Don't be afrasd”
in thear native languages and seopts, then blew their sceawls up o Gl @ wall. 105 & parfect

Washinglon wark, asking art to keep our splrits armed against prophets of dosm.

"Dan’t Be Afvaid® will be on public view at the Smlthsonian's Hishhorn Museam. Seventh

Streel and Independence Avenve SW, through spring 2006, Call 202 6330000 or visil

wrweww hirshhorn siedu

Washington Post
Art

September 4th, 2005




