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Visible Invisible Against the Security of the Real Cecily Brown, Hans Josephsohn,
Shaun McDowell, Katy Moran and Maaike Schoorel curated by Ziba Ardalan de Weck
The exhibition Visible Invisible: Against the Security of the Real focuses on the work
of four painters and one sculptor, all of whom take on the challenge of creating works
that fall somewhere between figuration and abstraction.

None of the works represent perceived reality; rather they each constitute a world of
their own.

While the inspiration and resulting creativity of each artist is distinctly different, seen
together these works share an indisputable material presence and exhibit an intriguing

dynamism that requires an active dialogue with the viewer. Cecily Brown's works often take as their departure point the
vast repertoire of the Old Masters, such as Tintoretto and Rubens.

Her paintings immediately appeal to the senses, not only because of their audacious subjects, densely packed surfaces, and
the layers of flesh-coloured paint she often uses, but also because of the tension created by her use of recognisable and
unrecognisable imagery. Hans Josephsohn's cast brass sculptures are devoted entirely to the human form and usually depict
the classical themes of sculpture.

Their simplified boulder-like shapes show how the artist elevates figuration in order to go beyond it.

These sculptures seem imbued with feelings that may at any moment discernibly express themselves, while at the same
time containing emotions within the confines of their often indefinable and mysterious forms. Shaun McDowell's paintings
are based on his personal perception of the world around him.

Painting from nature or a model, his work invariably shows an artist in awe, either of his model or the beauty of nature.
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Using the energetic brushwork of an accomplished colourist he successfully blends figure and surroundings.

His paintings reveal the temptations of a painter who wants to both disclose his feelings and be protective of them. Katy
Moran and Maaike Schoorel both, in their different ways, integrate a poised measure into their fascination with the activity
of painting, and often use existing imagery as a departure point for their work.

Moran works the paint with considerable energy into her small canvases until they vaguely allude to some recognisable
figuration.

She clearly seeks to render visible that which is invisible, while at the same time the work becomes a clear entity in itself.
Schoorel uses pale and delicate touches of pastel colours to make marks that allude to a visible world, and in the process
obliges us to reflect on and discover this world, which at first glance appears to be invisible.

But with slow, almost meditative observation the viewer gains access to imagery in which nothing is left to chance. The
works of these five artists are as different as they could be from one another, but each of them reveals a clear artistic tenet
to expand the creative possibilities of painting and sculpture in ways that challenge both themselves and viewers.

All the works in this exhibition exemplify the effort these artists make to render visible the invisible forces that ought to
be central to each work of art. This exhibition is accompanied by a new publication. This exhibition is supported by the
Mondriaan Foundation, Netherlands, and the Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands. Image: Katy Moran, Nature
Boy, 2007, acrylic on canvas 38-x-46cm.

Courtesy of Collection of Carlo Bronzini Vender, New York, photograph courtesy of Stuart Shave/Modern Art, London
and Andrea Rosen Gallery New York For further information please contact Asha Burchett on 020 7490 7373 or email
events@parasol-unit.org Private view: 24 November, 6:30-9 p.m. Parasol unit foundation for contemporary art 14 Wharf
Road London N1 7RW Gallery opening times: Tuesday-Saturday, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.

Sunday, 12-5 p.m. Parasol unit will be closed for the holidays from 6pm on Friday 18 December 2009 until 10am on
Tuesday 5 January 2010 Admission free
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