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And because it’s living art, its appearance will change with the seasons. The trees will bloom white and

pink flowers in the spring and bear red berries in the fall.

“It’s going to be beautiful next spring, but in five years — forget about it,” Feher said. “It’s just going to

keep getting better and better and better.”

The gravel pathways are inspired by gardens in Paris where crushed granite is used as opposed to brick or

sidewalk.

“When you walk over it, it will have a nice little crunch and feel,” Feher said. “It’s a really nice texture

under your foot as opposed to a hard surface. Plus it helps makes that transition from out there to in

here.”

Only a small portion of the design has been changed. A small island of trees marking the front entrance of

the building has been removed for design and security reasons.

Linda Cooper, who manages the nearby William Charles loft-apartment building, said the orchard sounds

like just the kind of thing that the building’s tenants will enjoy.

“We definitely attract people who like that urban lifestyle,” Cooper said. “They like to walk to places like

restaurants and shows, and as they walk, they’d like to be able to see things like beautiful buildings and

gardens.”

Rockford Area Convention & Visitors Bureau CEO John Groh said the additional green space downtown

won’t go unappreciated.

“It’s a very grand and impressive building with a very appropriate footprint,” Groh said. “I could see it

becoming an oasis-type spot in downtown, a place where people will be able to walk by and walk through.”

Staff writer Corina Curry can be reached at ccurry@rrstar.com or 815-987-1371.
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